The Minnesota Clinical Comparison and Assessment Project.
Efforts to quantify and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of health care services are critical to the health care system in the United States. Essential components of these efforts are clinician involvement and support and reliable clinical information systems. Organized medicine and the hospital industry in Minnesota have initiated and funded the Minnesota Clinical Comparison and Assessment Project (MCCAP) to begin to document, compare, and improve health care services. Through MCCAP, a forum, comprising leaders in the Minnesota health care community, oversees efforts to collaboratively identify and address quality of care. In addition, MCCAP will adapt guidelines for specific conditions/procedures, collect hospital-level data on clinical practices in the state relative to those conditions/procedures, and provide feedback so that physicians can evaluate their practice and modify it, if necessary, to improve quality of care.